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Help Me Grow National Center Joins the Institute for Child Success to
Scale Innovation in Early Childhood Systems Nationwide

The Institute for Child Success becomes the National Center’s sponsor organization,
expanding policy, data, and partnership capacity to advance coordinated early childhood
systems across the country.

GREENVILLE, SC, NOVEMBER 13, 2025 — In a strategic step to scale proven early
childhood innovations, the Help Me Grow (HMG) National Center has joined the Institute
for Child Success (ICS), now serving as the National Center’s sponsor organization —
uniting two national leaders to scale what works in early childhood systems nationwide. As
communities and policymakers navigate tightening resources and shifting priorities, this
partnership strengthens the national infrastructure that ensures children and families
don’t fall through the cracks.

By joining ICS, the HMG National Center is uniting a proven, evidence-based model for
building efficient, effective early childhood systems with a leading force in policy, data,
and collective impact. Together, they are amplifying innovation, coordination, and
measurable outcomes for families—advancing upstream, prevention-focused solutions
that help communities identify developmental concerns early, ensure linkage to available
services and supports, and give every child the opportunity to thrive. The move
underscores both organizations’ shared belief that systems change is most effective when
grounded in evidence, driven by collaboration, and sustained by supporting the multi-
sector leaders and implementers working every day on behalf of children and families.

“This partnership represents a moment of purposeful growth for Help Me Grow,” said
Kimberly Martini-Carvell, Executive Director of the HMG National Center. “By joining the
Institute for Child Success, we’re scaling what works — expanding our proven model for
coordinated early childhood systems through strategic partnership, data-driven learning,
and innovation. Our mission, team, and values remain steadfast, rooted in a shared
commitment to equitable access and better outcomes for every child and family.”

“We’re proud to sponsor the Help Me Grow National Center and to join forces around a
shared commitment to systems innovation,” said Jamie Moon, President and CEO of ICS.



“The Help Me Grow Model has demonstrated the power of aligning systems within a
community and coordinating programs, services, and funding streams so families can
access the right supports at the right time. This partnership scales that success, linking
policy, practice, and data to drive innovation across early childhood systems nationwide.”

“The Board of the Institute for Child Success views this sponsorship as a strategic
investment in the future of early childhood systems,” said Calvin Calhoun, Chair of the ICS
Board of Directors. “By aligning with the Help Me Grow National Center, we’re combining
complementary strengths in policy, research, and implementation, creating the national
capacity needed to sustain and scale proven approaches that help families thrive.”

“From its inception, Help Me Grow has always been about supporting families to promote
their children's optimal development and wellbeing, linking families and children to
community-based programs and services, and partnering across all child- and family-
serving sectors to build comprehensive and integrated models responsive to families' and
communities' needs.” said Paul H. Dworkin, M.D., Founder of the HMG Model and National
Center and ICS Board Member. “This move to the Institute for Child Success builds on that
vision, strengthening our ability to bring evidence, innovation, and partnership together on
behalf of young children and families everywhere.”

This transition marks the next chapter in the HMG National Center’s more than two
decades of leadership in early childhood systems building. Under ICS sponsorship, HMG
will continue to guide a National Affiliate Network of 30 states and the District of Columbia,
supporting communities to implement the HMG Model, which is the nation’s only
recognized, evidence-based framework for building coordinated early childhood systems.

While its administrative home changes, the National Center’s mission, staff, and strategies
remain the same. Together, the team will continue the work of helping communities
identify, connect, and support young children and families through collaborative,
equitable, and data-informed systems.

The National Center also acknowledges its longstanding affiliation with Connecticut
Children’s and its Office for Community Child Health, whose early partnership helped
establish and grow HMG into a nationally recognized model for early childhood systems
innovation.

About the Help Me Grow National Center

Foundedin 2010, the HMG National Center supports a National Affiliate Network of 30
states and the District of Columbia to implement the HMG Model — the nation’s only
recognized, evidence-based framework for building coordinated early childhood systems.
The Model helps communities identify and support young children and families, ensuring
that every child can thrive. www.helpmegrownational.org


https://www.helpmegrownational.org/

About the Institute for Child Success

ICS is a national research and policy organization dedicated to improving outcomes for
young children. ICS partners with policymakers, practitioners, and communities to
advance strategies that strengthen early childhood development, education, and family
well-being. www.instituteforchildsuccess.org

Together, the HMG National Center and ICS are scaling what works — championing
innovation, collaboration, and equitable access so every community is equipped to help
every child grow and thrive.
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