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An Initiative of FSG and Aspen Institute Forum for Community Solutions

• Today’s session is being recorded. The recording and slides will be sent out within a 
week. 

• We want to hear from you! 
• Share your Questions in the chat
• Engage with others in the chat 

• If you have technical difficulties or need help with anything, please send a direct-message 
to Andrea Guarnero 

Tech Tips for Today
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An Initiative of FSG and Aspen Institute Forum for Community Solutions

Land Acknowledgement

We would like to acknowledge that this session is hosted on the 
traditional land of the Ohlone people past and present. 

We honor with gratitude the land itself and people of these tribes. 

Thank you.
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An Initiative of FSG and Aspen Institute Forum for Community Solutions

Participatory Land Acknowledgement

Please let us know the indigenous lands that you are on 
in the chat!

If you are not sure whose land you are on, and are 
based in the United States or Canada, you can either:

• Enter your location here: https://native-land.ca/

• Or enter your city or zip code here: 
https://land.codeforanchorage.org/
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An Initiative of FSG and Aspen Institute Forum for Community Solutions

Next Steps To Strengthen Knowledge, Relationships, and Accountability to Support 
Indigenous Communities

First Steps: Learn about the Indigenous lands you are on and the Indigenous 
people who are part of your community.

Next Steps: 
• Learn about the current context that is affecting Indigenous People and 

Tribes in your community; 
• Build knowledge and relationships with Indigenous-led organizations, 

coalitions, and organizing groups; 
• Support Indigenous-led work and movement-building.

Resources to Explore
Native Governance Center (nativegov.org) provides multiple resources to help 
move forward, including, “Beyond Land Acknowledgement: A Guide,” and 
“Beyond Land Acknowledgement Explainer Video.”
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An Initiative of FSG and Aspen Institute Forum for Community Solutions

Today’s Organizers and Hosts
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Topics to Cover:
• Understand Your Role in the     

Policy-Change Ecosystem

• What’s Allowable?

• Apply Theory to Real-World 
Situations

Session Goal:
Boost Your Organization’s Advocacy … Safely
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• Public charity 501(c)(3)s legally may
conduct a limited amount of lobbying.

• Private foundation 501(c)(3)s may not 
directly pay for lobbying.

• Many foundations prohibit their grants 
from being used to lobby.

Section 501(c)(3) Charities May Lobby, 
But Not With Restricted Grants
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• 501(c)(3)s organizations cannot 
support or oppose political candidates.

• Lots of election-season advocacy is 
allowed – including educating both 
voters and candidates.

501(c)(3)s Must Proceed with Care in an Election 
– But Don’t Shut Down
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• This presentation – and the grant restrictions – involve only the 
IRS lobbying rules.

• Specifically, the section 501(h) rules. Check Form 990, Schedule C to see which 
your organization uses – and consider switching to these section 501(h) rules if 
your budget is under $25 million. 

• Congress and each state have different definitions.
• Check LDA and state laws for registration and reporting requirements.

Congressional & State
Lobbying Reporting Applies, Too.
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Policy-Change Ecosystem

• Researchers
• Government Agencies
• Direct Service Providers
• Religious Congregations 
• Fraternal Organizations, PTAs, Civic Organizations
• Issue-Focused Groups
• Litigation Clinics
• 501(c)(4) Advocacy Organizations
• PACs
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Policy-Change Ecosystem
• Researchers

• Talk to the advocacy groups: What research would they find most useful?
• Government Agencies

• Talk to the advocacy groups: What data do they need?
• Direct Service Providers

• Would Head Start centers or pediatricians’ offices host a legislator visit? 
• Put voter registration information at the front desk?

• Religious Congregations 
• Educate the clergy so they’ll preach or connect interested congregants.

• Fraternal Organizations, PTAs, Civic Organizations
• Get all the important groups at the table – including strange bedfellows

• Always think: Grassroots Organizing
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• Direct Lobbying 
• Communications directly with lawmakers

• Grassroots Lobbying
• Communications with the public to influence lawmakers

Two Types of Lobbying
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What is Direct Lobbying?

• Direct Lobbying has Three Elements:

• A communication directly with legislator or staff

• On specific legislation

• That reflects the organization’s view on the legislation
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What is Grassroots Lobbying?

• Grassroots Lobbying has Four Elements
• A communication

• To the public
• Includes tweets, advertisements and speeches

• On specific legislation 

• That reflects the organization’s view on the legislation, and

• Includes a call to action
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Call to Action is the key distinction between grassroots and direct lobbying

What is Grassroots Lobbying - Call to Action

• Call to action asks the audience to 
contact their legislator
• “Call Senator Smith, and tell her to vote yes 

on …”

© 2024 Trister, Ross, Schadler & Gold, PLLC

• Identifying audience’s legislative 
representative

• Providing legislator’s contact 
information

• Identifying legislator as neutral or 
opposed to your position on a bill

• Providing vehicle for contacting the 
legislator (form email, petition, etc.)
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Leverage the “Subsequent Use” Rule

What is not lobbying?

• A non-lobbying communication 
that is first distributed broadly to 
the public may later be used as 
part of a lobbying effort.

• Reports, factsheets, op-eds that 
mention legislation but with no 
IRS “call to action.”

What is not lobbying?
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• Oral or written assistance provided in response to 
a written request by a governmental body, 
legislative committee or subcommittee

What is not lobbying?

Technical Advice or Assistance
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Technical Advice or Assistance

What is not lobbying?

• Request must be made in 
the name of the entity, not 
just from an individual 
member
• E.g., Committee chair asking on 

behalf of the committee
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Technical Advice or Assistance

What is not lobbying?

• Advice must be available to all
members of the requesting 
entity

• May advocate a viewpoint, if the 
request specifically asks for 
opinions or recommendations
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Personal Activity

• Your free time is yours – 
do what you want.

• Don’t use organizational 
resources.

• Email address, donor lists, 
copy machine. 
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