




Introductions

Amanda Heath 
Director,

211 Child Development

Luz M. Rivera
Program Manager,

CT Office of Early Childhood

Julia Levy
Executive Director,
Sparkler Learning







USING TECH TO TAP INTO A NETWORK OF 
SCREENING, PROMOTION, REFERRAL, LINKAGE & 
SUPPORT



EXPANDING ACCESS & EQUITY IN THE STATE OF 
CONNECTICUT

● 100+ communities (including 

500+ programs)

● 1,500+ local providers trained, 

including preschool educators, 

family resource center staff, 

home visitors, early intervention 

specialists…

● 19,000+ children



HELPING MORE FAMILIES ACCESS SUPPORT 
ACROSS THE STATE

● 14,815+ ASQ-3s 

completed

● 9,759 ASQ:SEs 

completed

● Helping to 

support 

individual 

families

● Helping to ID big 

trends and build 

systems of 

support



Today we’re going to talk about how we’ve used mobile
technology to MODERNIZE all 4 components of HMG in
Connecticut to provide better services to families with
young children.

But first…a little history…





The CT Office of Early Childhood rolled out Sparkler Learning statewide in October 2021. This technology-enabled
collaboration is helping the state to strengthen its work implementing all four "Core Components" of the Help Me Grow
System Model in a MODERN, MOBILE, RESPONSIVE way.



We are expanding the "centralized access point" by 
meeting families where they are — on their 
smartphones and tablets.
● We are expanding access with mobile technology

● We are fostering greater connection

● We are serving more families

● We are increasing screening, support, and referrals

EXPANDING ACCESS



We are working closely with communities to provide 
families with local support — with a backbone of the 
strong, central system of Help Me Grow Connecticut & 
211 Child Development.
● We are engaging local providers

● We are providing support for families

● We are on the ground to support and engage

● We are learning and growing WITH local providers

● We are engaging families through innovative content

ENGAGING COMMUNITIES 
& FAMILIES



Sparkler builds bridges, connecting ALL providers 
serving families with children 0-5. Kids win when 
doctors, educators, and other providers are 
collaborating to support early development.
● We are partnering with birthing hospitals

● We are piloting in pediatric practices

● We are a part of training modules for doctors

● We are meeting families where they are

BUILDING BRIDGES TO 
HEALTH CARE



We're putting rich data about how children are 
developing in the hands of people who can use 
information to help children and families thrive.
● We are building knowledge among parents

● We are building knowledge at programs and 
communities

● We are helping to inform statewide and local practice

USING DATA FOR GOOD





Questions: We’re happy to answer your questions now or 
in the future!
● Amanda: Amanda.CDI@ctunitedway.org
● Luz: LUZ.RIVERA@ct.gov
● Julia: julia@playsparkler.org

Thank you!

mailto:Amanda.CDI@ctunitedway.org
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● How can you use technology to increase access and equity? 

● How can state agencies partner with nonprofits to better support and 
connect families with early intervention? 

● What are some ways to use people and technology to implement HMG 
for “today”?

● How can states and cities use new methods to engage families in 
developmental monitoring, screening, promotion, and support? 

Breakout Rooms




