Family Support

Across the country, Family Support and Strengthening organizations work with families in a multi-
generational, family-centered approach to enhance parenting skills, foster the healthy development and well-
being of children, youth, and families, prevent child abuse, increase school readiness, connect families to
resources, develop parent and community leadership, engage males and fathers, support healthy marital
and couples relationships, and promote family economic success.

Founded in 2011, the National Family Support Network (NFSN) is a membership-based organization
comprised of statewide networks of two or more Family Support and Strengthening programs, such as
Family Resource Centers, working together within a collective impact framework to ensure coordinated
quality support for families. As the United States’ coordinating body for Family Strengthening & Support
networks, the NFSN currently has 22 member networks, comprised of more than 3,000 Family Support and
Strengthening organizations, representing the great geographical and demographic diversity of the nation.

The mission of the NFSN is to connect statewide networks across the United States to promote quality
practice, peer learning, mutual support, and effective policies and systems that support positive outcomes
for children, families, and communities.

The vision of the NFSN is for a strong, cohesive national network of statewide family support &
strengthening networks that collectively affects positive outcomes for children, families, and communities.

In order to achieve this mission and vision, the NFSN focuses on three main areas of impact:

* Connecting and convening member networks to enhance
their effectiveness - Increasing connectedness amongst
members for peer learning and mutual support through annual
national convenings, webinars, monthly phone meetings, bi-
monthly e-newsletters, and networking.
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*  Promoting Family Support best practice and evaluation - e

Raising awareness of what quality Family Support is and

promoting a common language, standards, and evaluation of :
it through the national implementation of the Standards of Standards 0]‘ (lua]ity

Quality for Family Strengthening & Support. These Standards i . .
are the first and only standards in the country to integrate and for Falnlly Strengthenmg
operationalize the Principles of Family Support Practice with & Support

the Strengthening Families Framework and its research-
based evidence-informed 5 Protective Factors.

* Raising the visibility of the value and impact of Family Support and Strengthening networks
in order to strengthen and increase support for families nationally — Highlighting both the need
to support and strengthen families nationally and the effective, skilled networks, organizations, and
workforce needed to do so, including promoting the establishment of networks in states without them.

The NFSN is led by a Steering Committee of member network representatives and two Co-Chairs, currently
network leaders from Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.

For more information, please contact: Andrew Russo, NFSN Co-Founder & Director
Email: andrew@nationalfamilysupportnetwork.org, Phone: (415) 730-5310
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* Alabama Network of Family Resource Centers

* Arizona: Maricopa Family Support Alliance

» California Network of Family Strengthening Networks

* Colorado: Family Resource Center Association

+ Connecticut Family Resource Center Alliance

* Florida Family Support Network

* Kentucky Family Resource and Youth Services Centers
* Maryland Family Network

* Massachusetts Family Center Network

* Mississippi Families First Centers Network

* Family Support New Hampshire

* Nevada Family Resource Centers

* New Jersey Department of Children and Families - Family Success Centers
* New York State Family Resource Center Network

* Ohio: Greater Cleveland Family Support Network

* Pennsylvania Family Center Network

* Tennessee Family Resource Center Network

» Strengthening Families Utah

* Vermont Strengthening Families

+ Washington: Seattle Family Resource Center Network

+ West Virginia Starting Points Family Resource Center Association
+ Wisconsin: Supporting Families Together Association
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